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Annual  Report  for  1937 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Altrincham. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 
Altrincham. 

Your  Worship  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  first  Annual  Report  of  the 
Municipal  Borough  of  Altrincham  dealing  with  the  health  of 
the  Borough  for  the  year  1937. 

It  is  directed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  the  Report  be 
drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular  1650. 

The  information  to  be  given  (with  the  exception  of  those  items 
for  which  full  particulars  are  requested)  should  be  limited  to  a 
record  of  alterations,  improvements,  or  developments  which  have 
taken  place  during  the  year. 

SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  3,519  acres.  The  Registrar- 
General’s  estimate  of  the  Resident  Population  mid*  1937  is  36,810. 
It  is  on  this  figure  therefore  that  the  Vital  Statistics  are  based. 
The  number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937)  according  to  the 
Rate-Books  is  10,708.  The  Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  is 
£288,663  and  the  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  is  £1,126. 

The  Borough  of  Altrincham  is  situated  in  the  northern  part  of 
Mid-Cheshire,  8 miles  from  the  centre  of  the  City  of  Manchester. 
It  is  bounded  by  the  City  of  Manchester,  the  Borough  of  Sale,  the 
Urban  District  of  Bowdon,  the  Urban  District  of  Hale  and  the 
Rural  District  of  Bucklow. 

Altrincham  is  an  attractive  town  set  at  the  very  gateway  from 
the  North  to  the  rural  beauty  and  charming  scenery  of  Cheshire. 
It  forms  the  natural  centre  of  a neighbourhood  rapidly  growing 
in  population  and  is  the  shopping  centre  of  this  area.  A public 
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market  is  held  on  two  days  of  the  week,  Tuesday  and  Saturday, 
and  has  proved  itself  a great  boon  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Borough,  and  is  a profitable  source  of  revenue  to  the  Local 
Authority. 

During  1937  all  skilled  labour  in  the  heavy  engineering  indus- 
tries has  been  fully  engaged.  There  has  been  a slight  falling  off 
in  the  employment  figures  of  both  skilled  and  unskilled  labour  in 
the  building  trade,  compared  with  the  year  1936. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  in,  and  allocated  to,  the 
Borough  of  Altrincham  in  1937  is  534. 

Live  Births  ...  534  (M.  286,  F.  248.) 

Still  Births  ...  30  (M.  16,  F.  14.) 

Legitimate  Births  ..  516  (M.  275,  F.  241.) 

Illegitimate  Births..  18  (M.  11,  F.  7.) 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Legitimate  Births  ..  29  (M.  16,  F.  13.) 

Illegitimate  Births..  1 (M.  0,  F.  1.) 

representing  a Live  Birth  Rate  of  14.5  per  1,000  of  the  popula- 
tion and  a Still  Birth  Rate  of  0.81  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
The  corresponding  rates  for  1936  were  : — 

Live  Birth  Rate  ...  14.5 

Still  Birth  Rate  ...  0.70 

The  Rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  1937  are  : — 

Live  Birth  Rate  ...  14.9 

Still  Birth  Rate  ...  0.60 

For  the  125  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  : — 

Live  Birth  Rate  ...  14.9 

Still  Birth  Rate  ...  0.67 

For  the  148  Smaller  Towns  (25,000  to  50,000)  the  Rates  are  : — 

Live  Birth  Rate  ...  15.3 

Still  Birth  Rate  ...  0.64 

The  illegitimate  Births  number  18,  a percentage  of  3.3  of  the 
total. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1937  exceeds  by 
one  decimal  point  that  of  1936,  while  the  Birth  Rate  of  the 
Borough  of  Altrincham  remains  the  same  in  1937  as  in  1936. 
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A medical  officer  at  a Child  Welfare  Clinic  has  a unique  oppor- 
tunity of  ascertaining  some  of  the  reasons  that  are  put  forward 
by  mothers  to  justify  the  severe  restriction  in  the  number  of  their 
children.  At  the  present  time  the  economic  reason  is  not  the 
foremost.  It  is  the  dread  of  war.  Why  should  babies  be  born 
to  be  murdered  in  warfare?  That  is  the  question  that  the 
mothers  of  potentially  larger  families  ask.  A nation  great  in 
geographical  possessions  but  weak  in  man-power  must  in  the 
end  fall  a victim  to  a numerically  stronger  and  aggressive  power. 
A declining  birth  rate  puts  a progressively  heavier  burden  on 
those  fewer  babies  born  year  by  year.  Because  of  their  small 
and  decreasing  number  they  have  to  live  under  a heavy  load  of 
taxation  and  at  the  same  time  be  prepared  to  fight  for  their  very 
existence  in  the  land  of  their  forefathers.  To-day  as  a nation 
we  are  arming  to  protect  ourselves.  These  armaments  will  not 
protect  us  without  the  necessary  man-power  behind  them.  If  our 
Birth  Rate  progressively  rises,  our  heritage  is  safe;  otherwise 
it  is  lost. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  and 
corrected  for  Outward  and  Inward  transfers  during  1937  is  438, 
(Males  212,  Females  226)  representing  a Crude  Death  Rate  of 
11.8  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This  Crude  Death  Rate  mul- 
tiplied by  the  Areal  Comparability  Factor — 1.06 — gives  a Com- 
parable Death  Rate  of  12.5  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1937  is  12.4. 

For  the  125  County  Boroughs  and  Large  Towns  is  12.5. 

For  the  148  Smaller  Towns  (20,000  to  50,000  population)  is 
11.9. 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  Borough  in  1936  was  12.0. 

The  number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  is  23 
(M.  14,  F.  9)  all  Legitimate,  being  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
of  43  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  58. 

For  the  County  Boroughs  and  Large  Towns is  62. 

For  the  Smaller  Towns  (25,000  to  50,000)  is  55. 

17  of  these  Infantile  Deaths  are  attributed  to  Congenital 
Debility,  Premature  Birth,  Malformations,  etc. 

The  Illegitimate  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  Nil. 
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CLASSIFIED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Typhoid  

1 

(M. 

0,  F. 

i) 

Measles  

0 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

0 

Whooping-cough  

1 

(M. 

0,  F. 

i) 

Diphtheria 

4 

(M. 

4,  F. 

0) 

Influenza 

9 

(M. 

8,  F. 

1) 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

(M. 

0,  F. 

1) 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

(M. 

0,  F. 

1) 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System 

18 

(M. 

9,  F. 

9) 

Other  Tuberculosis  

6 

(M. 

4,  F. 

2) 

Syphilis  ... 

1 

(M. 

0,  F. 

1) 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane 

(Tabes,  etc.) 

3 

(M. 

2,  F. 

1) 

Cancer  ... 

64 

(M. 

31,  F. 

33) 

Diabetes 

6 

(M. 

2,  F. 

4) 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

21 

(M. 

11,  F. 

10) 

Heart  Disease  ... 

104 

(M. 

49,  F. 

55) 

Aneurysm 

1 

(M. 

1,  F. 

0) 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

14 

(M. 

5,  F. 

9) 

Bronchitis 

28 

(M. 

10,  F. 

18) 

Pneumonia  (All  Forms) 

23 

(M. 

15,  F. 

8) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

3 

(M. 

2,  F. 

1) 

Peptic  Ulcer 

5 

(M. 

3,  F. 

2) 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ... 

2 

(M. 

2,  F. 

0) 

Appendicitis 

4 

(M. 

3,  F. 

1) 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

0 

Other  Liver  Diseases  ... 

5 

(M. 

2,  F. 

3) 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

10 

(M. 

3,  F. 

7) 

Acute  & Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

6 

(M. 

1,  F. 

5) 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

( 

F. 

1) 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

2 

( 

F. 

2) 

Congenital  Debility — Premature 

Birth 

17 

(M. 

8,  F. 

9) 

Senility  ... 

14 

(M. 

4,  F. 

10) 

Suicide  ... 

5 

(M. 

4,  F. 

1) 

Other  Violence 

13 

(M. 

7,  F. 

6) 

Other  defined  diseases 

45 

(M. 

22,  F. 

23) 

Ill  defined  or  not  known 
Diarrhoea  (over  2 years) 


0 

0 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  1937. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births  ... 

534 

286 

248 

(Legitimate)  ... 

516 

275 

241 

(Illegitimate)  ... 

18 

11 

7 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population — 
14.5. 

Still  Births  ...  30  16  14 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  (Live  & Still)  Births — 53.1 
Deaths  ...  438  212  226 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  multi- 
plied by  the  Areal  Comparability  Factor  (1.06) — 12.5. 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 

(Headings  of  the  Registrar-General’s  Short  List  29  and  30). 

Deaths  Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  & still)  births. 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  1 1.77 

No.  30  Other  puerperal  causes  2 3.54 

Total  3 5.31 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  43.0 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  43.0 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  64 

„ „ Measles  (all  ages)  0 

„ „ Whooping  cough  (all  ages) 1 

„ „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  2 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

1.  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  services  under  this 
heading. 

During  1937,  561  specimens  were  reported  on  by  the 
Department  of  Bacteriology  and  Preventive  Medicine 
of  the  University  of  Manchester. 

462  Throat  and  Nose  swabs  for  Diphtheria  were 
examined,  of  which  78  were  positive.  11  swabs  were 
examined  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci. 

4 Agglutination  Tests  for  suspected  Typhoid  infection 
were  reported  upon. 

72  Samples  of  milk  were  tested  for  Bovine  Tuber- 
culosis, of  which  4 were  positive. 

1 Sample  of  milk  was  submitted  for  Bacterial  count 
and  B.  coli,  and  3 for  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction 
Test. 

5 Samples  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fluid  and  1 of  pleural 
fluid  were  reported  on. 

2 Specimens  of  Human  Sputum  were  examined  for 
Tuberculosis  both  being  found  negative. 

Sterile  throat  swabs,  blood  collection  outfits,  Diph- 
theria Antitoxin  and  prophylactic  material  are  kept  at 
the  Town  Hall  for  use,  within  the  Borough,  by 
Medical  Practitioners. 

During  1937,  136  specimens  of  Sputum  were  bacterio- 
logically  examined  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  of  the  County  of  Chester.  13  of 
these  were  positive. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  have  been  no  changes  during  1937. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  have  been  no  changes. 
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(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics,  including  Clinics  solely 
for  diagnosis  or  consultation. 

The  Park  Road  Child  Welfare  Centre  was  opened  for 
attendances  in  January  1937.  It  was  soon  found  neces- 
sary to  have  Medical  Consultations  weekly  and  not 
fortnightly  as  anticipated. 

Medical  Consultations  number  2,115  (M.  1,164, 
F.  951). 

Under  1 year  of  age  1,114,  over  1 year  of  age  1,001. 
With  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Management  of  the 
Altrincham  General  Hospital  minor  operative  proce- 
dures are  carried  out  at  the  Hospital. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

This  Clinic  has  been  held  twice  monthly — on  the 
second  and  fourth  Tuesday  of  the  month. 

148  expectant  mothers  attended  the  Clinic,  making  a 
total  attendance  of  316  for  the  year. 

( e ) Hospitals — Public  and  V oluntary . 

There  has  been  no  change. 

3.  (I)  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

The  operation  of  the  Midwives  Act  has  placed  the 
Midwifery  Service  on  a more  solid  foundation.  It  is 
now  expected  that  all  pregnant  women,  not  under  the 
care  of  a medical  practitioner  shall  attend,  accom- 
panied by  the  midwife  of  their  choice,  at  the  Ante- 
Natal  Clinic. 

(II)  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children. 

None. 

(III)  Health  Visitors. 

No  change. 

(IV)  Child  Life  Protection. 

No  change. 

(V)  Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

An  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  held  each  week  at  the  Altrin- 
cham General  Hospital  under  the  charge  of  a special- 
ist in  Orthopaedics.  This  Clinic  is  of  inestimable 
value  to  the  Borough  and  the  Local  Authority  is  a 
subscriber  to  its  funds. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  of  the  work  of  this  department 
from  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1937. 

Number  of  live  births  notified  ...  ...  ...  507 

Number  of  stillbirths  notified  ...  ...  ...  23 


Total  notified  during  1936 
VISITS  BY  SENIOR  HEALTH  VISITOR. 
Number  of  first  visits  to  children  under  1 year 
Total  visits  to  children  under  1 year 
Total  visits  to  children  between  1 and  5 years 
Number  of  first  visits  to  expectant  mothers 
Total  visits  to  expectant  mothers 
Total  number  of  Infant  Life  Protection  visits 


530 

468 

262 

1275 

1413 

86 

172 

48 


Total  visits  3256 


Total  visits  during  1936  3549 


VISITS  BY  SECOND  HEALTH  VISITOR. 
Number  of  first  visits  to  children  under  1 year 

„ ,,  ,,  found  under  1 


year 


Total  visits  to  children  under  1 year  ... 

„ „ „ „ between  1 and  5 years 

„ number  of  Infant  Life  Protection  visits 
Number  of  first  visits  to  expectant  mothers 
Total  visits  to  expectant  mothers  


220 

84 

1447 

1721 

16 

67 

100 


Total  visits  3655 


Total  visits  April  1st  to  December  31st,  1936 


2915 
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CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

GEORGE  STREET. 

Number  of  children  who  attended  for  the  first  time 

under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  230 

Total  number  of  children  weighed  under  1 year  3560 
Number  who  attended  for  the  first  time  between  1 

and  5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Total  number  weighed  between  1 and  5 years  ...  2378 

Total  number  weighed  ...  ...  5938 

There  were  97  sessions  held  during  the  year. 

Average  attendance  at  each  session  ...  ...  ...  61 

Total  number  weighed  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  5848 

Average  attendance  for  98  sessions  ...  ...  ...  60 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 

This  Clinic  is  held  the  second  and  fourth  Tuesday  each  month. 
Number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  for  the  first 

time  148 

Total  number  attending  during  the  year  ...  ...  316 

There  were  24  sessions  held  during  the  year,  making  an 
average  attendance  per  session  of  13. 

Total  number  attending  1936 — 267. 

Average  number  per  session,  11  for  23  sessions. 

SEWING  CLASS. 

This  class  was  opened  34  times  during  the  year  and  was 
attended  by  656  mothers,  making  an  average  of  18  per  session. 
Health  talks  are  given  at  this  class. 

Last  year  there  were  801  attendances,  average  per  session  of 
19  for  42  sessions. 

PARK  ROAD  CENTRE. 

Number  of  children  who  attended  for  the  first  time 

under  1 year  250 

Total  number  of  children  weighed  under  1 year  ...  3652 

Number  who  attended  for  the  first  time  between  1 

and  5 years 223 

Total  number  weighed  between  1 and  5 years  ...  2655 

Total  number  weighed  ...  6307 

There  were  101  sessions  held  during  the  year,  making  an 
average  of  62  per  session. 
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The  first  session  at  Park  Road  Centre  was  held  on  Tuesday, 
5th  January,  1937.  It  was  found  necessary  to  commence  an 
additional  session.  This  was  first  held  on  Thursday,  18th  Feb- 
ruary, 1937.  A further  session  commenced  on  Tuesday 
mornings,  on  the  2nd  November,  1937. 

There  are  three  sessions  held  each  week  at  this  Centre. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Centre  is  being  fully  used  and  has 
proved  a great  success. 

CHILDREN  YOUNG  PERSONS  ACT,  1908  & 1932. 

The  number  of  foster  mothers  on  the  register  at  the  end 

of  the  year  was  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 

year  ^vas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  new  cases  added  to  register  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  register  ...  ...  3 

Total  visits  paid  64 

Rate-aided  milk  was  granted  during  the  year  in  689  cases. 
All  were  free. 

Number  granted  1936 — 562  cases. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  on  Form  A was  : — 

Pulmonary — Males  ...  ...  23 

Females  ...  ...  17 

Non-Pulmonary — Males  ...  ...  5 

Females  ...  4 

Total  49 


The  number  of  notified  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 


year  was  : — 

Pulmonary — Males 

Females  ... 

Non-Pulmonary — Males 

Females  ... 


87 

73 

56 

56 


Total  272 


H.  W.  BARDSLEY, 

Senior  Health  Visitor. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 

Sanitary  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Altrincham. 

February,  1938. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 
Altrincham. 

Your  Worship  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  sanitary  adminis- 
tration of  the  district  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1937. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water, 

The  district  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Manchester  Corpora- 
tion. With  the  exception  of  a few  isolated  premises,  the  whole 
of  the  district  is  on  a pipe  water  supply.  No  bacteriological 
examination  or  chemical  analysis  has  been  made  of  the  public 
water  supply  during  the  year. 

Analysis  of  samples  of  water  from  two  wells  in  the  Timperley 
Area  was  carried  out  by  the  County  Analyst  as  follows  : — 

Sample  No.  1. — “Water  of  a very  high  degree  of  hardness, 
and  whilst,  on  analytical  grounds,  it  is  free  from  other  than  nor- 
mal traces  of  fermentable  matter,  bacteriological  evidence  is 
afforded  of  the  ingress  of  sewage  or  allied  material.  Whilst  it 
is  true  that  the  latter  is  present  to  only  a very  slight  extent,  such 
a circumstance  precludes  one  from  certifying  the  fitness  of  the 
supply  for  potable  use.” 

Sample  No.  2. — “A  heavily  saline  water  of  quite  excessive 
hardness,  on  which  premises  its  dietic  use,  to  say  the  least,  is  not 
desirable  for  young  children  or  aged  persons.  Its  organic  con- 
dition, on  the  other  hand,  as  judged  by  the  results  of  conventional 
analysis,  appears  to  be  satisfactory  and  quite  stable — from  which 
point  of  view  the  wholesome  potable  quality  of  the  supply  is 
confirmed  by  the  supplementary  bacteriological  test. 
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The  owner  of  the  premises  was  informed  of  the  above  results, 
and  he  endeavoured  to  obtain  a pipe  water  supply  from  the 
Manchester  Corporation.  This  would  have  necessitated  the 
laying  of  about  380  yards  of  main,  and  the  Manchester  Corpora- 
tion required  £149  10s.  towards  the  cost  of  laying  the  main.  As 
a result  of  the  report  of  the  Analyst,  the  water  from  Well  No.  1 
is  not  now  used  for  drinking  purposes.  The  supply  is  obtained 
from  No.  2. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Corporation  have  engaged  the  services  of  a Consulting 
Engineer  to  report  upon  the  sewage  disposal  works  at  Woodcote, 
and  Dark  Lane,  the  latter  being  in  a very  bad  condition.  The 
Dark  Lane  Disposal  Works  was  taken  over  from  the  Bucklow 
Rural  District  Council  on  April  1st,  1936,  and  receives  the  sewage 
from  the  Timperley  area. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  inspection  of  rivers  and  watercourses  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  River  Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Committee.  Towards  the  end 
of  the  year  application  was  made  to  Parliament  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  to  constitute  and  incorporate  a Joint  Board  to 
be  called  ‘‘The  Lancashire  Rivers  Board.”  As  proposed  the 
Joint  Board  would  consist  of  representatives  of  various  County 
Boroughs,  as  well  as  the  County  Councils  of  Lancashire, 
Cheshire,  and  Derbyshire. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

As  a consequence  of  the  alteration  in  the  area  of  the  district 
consequent  upon  the  operation  of  the  County  of  Chester  Review 
Order,  1936,  by  the  inclusion  of  the  Parish  of  Timperley  and  a 
portion  of  the  Parish  of  Dunham  Massey  on  April  1st,  1936,  no 
figures  are  available  as  to  the  various  types  of  sanitary  con- 
veniences in  existence.  There  was  no  information  supplied  by 
the  Bucklow  Rural  District  Council  as  to  the  number  of  closets 
of  each  type  in  the  Parish  of  Timperley  and  that  portion  of 
Dunham  Massey  which  was  added  to  the  Altrincham  area  at  the 
time  the  transfer  took  place. 
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Public  Cleansing. 

The  Collection  and  Disposal  of  the  trade  and  domestic  refuse 
was  transferred  from  the  Surveyor’s  Department  to  that  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  on  April  1st,  1937. 

The  refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  all  premises  where  dust- 
bins are  provided,  and  the  few  ashpits  which  remain  are  emptied 
about  once  per  month  by  a vehicle  hired  for  the  purpose.  Vehicles 
in  use  for  the  collection  of  refuse  consist  of  one  ten  cubic  yard 
S.  D.  Freighter,  purchased  in  1936,  two  seven  cubic  yard  S.  D. 
Freighters,  purchased  in  April  1930,  and  two  eight  cubic  yard 
Leyland  Waggons  which  were  taken  over  from  the  Bucklow 
Rural  District  Council  in  April,  1936.  There  are  no  loans  out- 
standing on  the  last  four  vehicles.  At  the  close  of  the  year  it 
was  found  that  by  the  increase  in  the  number  of  houses,  the 
transport  was  taxed  to  its  limit,  and  the  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee had  the  matter  under  consideration.  The  Staff  consists  of 
Cleansing  Inspector,  five  Drivers,  five  Relief  Drivers  who  work 
as  Loaders,  fifteen  Loaders  and  five  Refuse  Tip  Attendants.  The 
men  are  divided  into  five  gangs,  each  being  responsible  for  the 
collection  from  a prescribed  area  every  week.  The  work  of 
refuse  collection  is  increasing  each  year  owing  to  the  erection  of 
new  houses ; during  the  year  1936,  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  new  houses  were  erected,  and  in  1937  the  number  was 
three  hundred  and  fifty-three.  The  work  of  collecting  refuse 
from  the  new  houses  is  much  slower  than  from  the  older  property 
inasmuch  as  the  “carries”  are  longer,  the  bins  having  to  be 
carried  to  the  vehicles,  instead  of  to  a passage  at  the  rear  of  the 
houses. 

A large  amount  of  work  is  entailed  in  visiting  premises  where 
defective  ashbins  are  reported  by  the  drivers  of  the  Vehicles. 
The  receptacles  are  inspected  by  a Sanitary  Inspector,  who 
obtains  the  name  and  address  of  the  owner.  A communication 
is  forwarded  to  him  requesting  the  provision  of  a new  ashbin, 
and  in  cases  of  non-compliance  it  is  followed  by  a notice  under 
section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936.  Where  the  notice  is 
not  complied  with,  the  Corporation  provide  the  ashbin  and  recover 
the  cost  from  the  owner. 
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The  following  are  the  latest  figures  as  reported  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  namely,  costs  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1937. 


Gross 

Gross  Expenditure 

Gross  Income  ... 

Net  Cost... 

Unit  Costs. 

Gross  Expenditure  per 
ton 

Gross  Income  per  ton  .. 

Net  Cost  per  ton 

Net  Cost  per  1,000  of 
population 

Net  Cost  per  1,000 
houses  or  premises 
from  which  refuse  is 
collected 


Total  amount  of  Refuse  collected  in  Tons  10,314.  60%  actual 
weights  and  40%  Test  weighing. 

As  80%  of  the  transport  is  over  five  years  old,  it  must  be 
anticipated  that  there  will  be  an  increase  in  the  running  costs 
during  the  next  year,  as  the  cost  of  repairs  are  almost  certain 
to  increase  with  vehicles  of  this  age. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  disposal  of  the  refuse  is  carried  out  by  methods  of  Con- 
trolled Tipping  at  Golf  Road,  where  something  like  three-fifths 
of  the  refuse  is  disposed  of.  The  remainder  is  tipped  at  the 
Sewage  Disposal  Farm.  Tipping  commenced  at  the  Golf  Road 
site  in  July  1937,  and  I do  not  think  it  will  last  much  longer  than 
October  1938.  In  June  1937  I recommended  the  then  Sanitary 
Committee  of  the  Altrincham  Urban  District  Council  to  appoint 
a Sub-Committee  to  consider  the  future  methods  of  disposal  of 
refuse.  On  November  19th,  1937,  I again  repeated  my  recom- 
mendation. In  January  1938  a Sub-Committee  was  appointed, 
but  I must  stress  the  urgency  of  the  matter.  Suitable  sites  for 


Collection  with 
depreciation  or 
loan  charges 
included  or 
excluded 

Disposal  with 
depreciation  or 
loan  charges 
included  or 
excluded 

Total 

Included 

Excluded 

Included 

Excluded 

Included 

Excluded 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

5,682 

5,523 

1,494 

1,106 

7,176 

6,629 

52 

52 

26 

5 

78 

57 

5,630 

5,471 

1,468 

1,101 

7,098 

6,572 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

S.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

11  0-22 

10  8-52 

2 10-76 

2 1-74 

13  10-98 

12  10-26 

1-21 

1-21 

•60 

•12 

1-81 

1-33 

10  11-01 

10  7-31 

2 10-16 

2 1-62 

13  9-17 

12  8-93 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

155-80 

151-42 

40-64 

30-47 

196-44 

181-89 

514-16 

499-63 

134-06 

100-55 

648-22 

600-18 
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the  disposal  of  refuse,  within  the  area  of  the  Corporation  are 
becoming  very  scarce,  and  some  other  method  will  have  to  be 
adopted  in  the  future. 

A collection  of  waste  paper  was  commenced  by  means  of 
circulating  householders,  and  requesting  them  to  bundle  their 
disused  newspapers,  and  leave  them  by  the  receptacle.  Suitable 
bags  were  purchased  to  hang  on  the  back  of  each  refuse  collect- 
ing vehicle,  into  which  the  paper  is  placed  and  conveyed  to  the 
Depot.  It  is  then  sorted,  baled,  and  despatched  to  the  Thames 
Board  Mills,  near  Warrington.  The  Corporation  have  entered 
into  a three  years’  Contract  with  the  Paper  Company  for  the 
supply  of  Newspaper  at  22/6d.  per  ton,  and  Mixed  Paper  at 
20/6d.  per  ton.  The  following  amounts  have  been  collected  and 
sold. — 16  tons  8 cwt.  Old  metal  and  galvanised  material  is 
sorted  from  the  refuse  and  sold. 


Table  of  work  executed  during  1937  is  as  follows  : — 

Ashpits. 


No.  of  houses  relieved 

• • • 

...  4424 

No.  of  privies  emptied 

...  125 

No.  of  wet  ashpits  emptied  ... 

...  100 

No.  of  pails  emptied  ... 

...  3729 

No.  of  dry  ashpits  emptied  ... 

...  936 

No.  of  loads  removed 

Ashbins. 

...  436 

No.  of  houses  relieved 

...575513 

No.  of  ashbins  emptied 

...573860 

No.  of  tipping  ashbins  emptied 

...  46031 

No.  of  loads  removed 

...  6144 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF 

THE 

AREA. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  was  360  and  of  this  number 
17  were  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  nature  of  the  visits  or  inspections  are  as  follows  : — 

Water  supply 

• • • 

22 

Drainage  

• • • 

60 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

• • • 

44 

Offensive  trades  

• • • 

4 

18 


Fried  Fish  Shops 

1 A 

I*r 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 

230 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

6 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  

9 

Factories 

20 

Workshops  ...  

150 

Work-Places  ... 

10 

Outworkers 

7 

Bakehouses  

64 

Public  Conveniences  ... 

13 

Picture  Theatres,  etc. 

11 

Refuse  Collection  

107 

Refuse  Disposal 

243 

Smoke  Observations  ... 

33 

Schools 

14 

Shops  ... 

72 

Ash  Receptacles  

1193 

Hackney  Carriages  

109 

Canal  Boats 

22 

Watercourses 

19 

Slaughterhouses  

477 

Stores  and  Stalls 

63 

Butchers  

22 

Other  Meat  Premises  ... 

17 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ... 

25 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

16 

Cowsheds 

29 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

183 

Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers 

Carts 

19 

Inspections  in  the  Market  ... 

• . • . . • 

252 

Examinations  of  Meat  at  P.A. 

Institution  ... 

3 

Samples  of  Milk  taken  for  Examination  for 
Tubercle  Bacilli 

75 

Samples  of  Designated  Milk  ... 

• • • 0 0 0 

3 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ... 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

17 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

486 

Council  or  Committee  Meetings  attended  ... 

65 

19 


No.  of  houses  inspected  under  Public  Health 

•••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

76 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ... 

• • • 

194 

No.  of  houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act, 

1 9 3d  . . . . . . •••  •••  • • • 

• • • 

256 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ... 
Verminous  Premises;— 

• • • 

614 

Houses  inspected 

• • • 

8 

Re-visits 

... 

12 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits  ... 

• • • 

293 

Furniture  Cyno  gassed 

• • • 

3 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

• • • 

68 

Visits  regarding  disinfection  ... 

• • • 

5 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits 

• • • 

12 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED 

AS  A RESULT 

OF  INFORMAL  OR  STATUTORY  NOTICES. 
Dwelling  Houses. 

Provided  with  damp-proof  course  ... 

2 

Roofs  repaired  ... 

51 

Floors  repaired,  ventilation,  etc. 

18 

Plastered  walls  and  ceilings  repaired 

18 

Windows  repaired,  made  to  open,  etc. 

29 

Sash  cords  renewed 

14 

Stairs  repaired 

6 

Doors  repaired,  rehung,  etc 

20 

Firegrates  repaired,  reset  or  renewed 

27 

Chimneys  or  chimney  stacks  repaired 

8 

New  sinks  provided 

8 

Sink  waste  pipes  renewed  

11 

Water  supply  provided  inside  houses 

1 

Wash  coppers  repaired  or  provided  ... 

17 

External  walls  pointed 

21 

Ovens  repaired  or  renewed 

4 

External  walls  cemented  or  tarred  ... 

2 

Dangerous  walls  repaired  

16 

Eaves  gutters  and  rainwater  pipes  renewed 

45 

20 


Yards  paved  and  drained  9 

Yard  paving  repaired 17 

Obstructed  drains  cleansed  ...  34 

Obstructed  water-closets  cleansed 3 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  ...  ...  6 

Inspection  chamber  covers  renewed  ...  ...  1 

W.C.  basins  renewed 3 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  7 

W.C.  structures  repaired  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ashpits  abolished  13 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  607 

Accumulations  removed  10 


NOTICES  SERVED. 


Notices  served 

Notices  compliec 

1 with 

Notices  outstanding 

In- 

formal 

Statu- 

tory 

Total 

In- 

formal 

Statu- 

tory 

Total 

In- 

formal 

Statu- 

tory 

Total 

834 

245 

1079 

672 

126 

798 

162 

119 

281 

( Note : — A number  of  the  above  Notices  outstanding  were 
complied  with  during  the  early  part  of  1938.) 


Shops. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Shops  Act,  1936,  nor  under 
the  Shops  (Hours  of  Closing)  Act,  1928. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

Smoke  observations  have  been  taken,  and  the  representatives  of 
certain  firms  have  been  interviewed,  as  it  is  the  policy  of  the 
Council  to  seek  co-operation  with  industry.  One  statutory  notice 
was  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  with  regard  to 
the  emission  of  black  smoke  from  the  chimney  of  a laundry 
in  Timperley. 
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Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  swimming  pools  in  the  district. 

Samples  of  water  have  been  examined  bacteriologically,  and  by 
Chemical  Analysis  from  the  Male  Swimming  Bath,  Female 
Swimming  Bath  and  Filtration  Plant  at  the  Altrincham  Public 
Baths,  Stamford  New  Road,  Altrincham.  In  all  cases  the  results 
were  highly  satisfactory. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

The  furniture  and  effects  were  treated  with  Hydrogen  Cyanide 
by  a Contractor,  and  the  bedding  steam  disinfected  from  three 
families  who  were  living  in  overcrowded  conditions,  prior  to 
being  removed  to  new  Council  Houses. 

HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts) 435 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  808 

(2)  )(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  183 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  401 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  13 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  241 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  209 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  156 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  55 

(a)  By  owners  55 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  71 

(o)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^ d 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  ren- 
dered fit 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


Nil 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  16 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  129 

( b ) Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  271 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( e ) Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 

crowding conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  ...  317 

Houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  36 

353 

HOUSING  ACT,  1930. 

4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9 and  10,  Washway  Cottages,  off  Manchester 
Road  Timperley. 

An  official  representation  was  made  to  include  this  property 
as  a Clearance  Area. 

Approved  by  Council  January  5th,  1937. 

The  property  in  this  area  comprises  7 dwelling-houses. 

The  accommodation  consists  of  1 Living-Room,  1 Bedroom 
and  1 small  Scullery. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 


Clearance  Areas. 


On  July  27th,  1937,  an  inquiry  was  held  at  the  Town  Hall, 
Altrincham,  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  into  the 
application  of  the  Altrincham  Urban  District  Council  with  respect 
to  the  following  Clearance  Areas. 


Chapel  Street  and  Albert  Street 

Dukes  Cottages,  off  Atlantic  Street 

Lord  Street  and  Royle  Street 

Baker  Street,  Timperley  ,(Nos.  1 — 23) 

Washway  Cottages,  off  Manchester  Road,  West 
Timperley  

Aimson  Road,  off  Stockport  Road,  Timperley 

Skelton  Junction  Cottages,  off  Moss  Lane, 

Timperley  


63 

8 

8 

12 


Houses 


99 

yy 


7 

3 


yy 

yy 


5 


» 


The  Minister  of  Health  confirmed  the  orders  without  modifica- 
tion. 

No  tenants  were  transferred  to  new  houses,  and  no  demolition 
of  existing  houses  took  place  in  1937. 


Survey  of  Overcrowding. 

The  total  number  of  houses  found  to  be  overcrowded  when 
the  survey  was  carried  out  under  Form  B.  was  57.  Thirty-eight 
new  houses  are  being  erected  on  the  Craven  Road  Housing 
Estate  for  the  rehousing  of  some  of  the  families.  At  the  end 
of  the  year,  28  houses  had  become  decrowded,  by  reason  of 
movement  of  families,  etc.  Six  families  have  been  rehoused  in 
houses  erected  for  the  purpose  on  the  Craven  Road  Estate.  The 
number  of  overcrowded  houses  from  which  families  at  the  end 
of  the  year  had  not  been  rehoused  was  23,  but  7 of  this  number 
are  being  separately  dealt  with  under  Clearance  Schemes.  There 
are,  therefore,  only  16  houses  remaining  to  be  dealt  with. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply. 

Designated  Milks. 

Dealers  Licences  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk 

„ „ „ “Accredited”  Milk  

„ „ „ “Pasteurised”  Milk 

Dealers  Bottling  Licences  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
1V1 ilk  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
M ilk  . . . •••  . . « •••  •••  ••• 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  “Accredited”  Milk 
Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  “Pasteurised”  Milk 


3 

3 


2 

4 

3 

3 


Examination  of  Milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

75  Samples  of  milk  were  taken  in  the  district,  and  the  number 
positive  was  4,  or  5.3  per  cent  of  the  total. 


Samples  taken 

No. 

Positive 

from 

taken 

Vehicles  in  Road... 

17 

1 

Shops  or  Dairies... 

56 

2 

Farms 

9 

1 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924. 

No.  of  Notices  of  intention  to  slaughter  received 
No.  of  Inspections  made 

No.  of  Pigs  examined  

Amount  Condemned. 

1 Head  \ 

1 Pluck  Localized  Tuberculosis. 

1 Mesentery  | 

Market. 

Foods  condemned  were  as  follows  : — 

64  lbs.  of  Mushrooms. 


27 

15 

89 
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Slaughterhouses. 

The  following  animals  were  slaughtered  during  1937  at  the 
Slaughterhouses : — 


Bovines 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Totals 

January  

128 

40 

813 

981 

February 

136 

41 

733 

-- 

910 

March 

148 

58 

825 



1031 

April  

126 

43 

676 

— 

845 

May 

108 

30 

719 

— 

857 

June  

103 

24 

975 

— 

1102 

July  

80 

24 

810 

— 

914 

August  ... 

81 

32 

680 

_____ 

793 

September 

109 

60 

805 



974 

October  ... 

105 

60 

650 

- 

815 

November 

112 

63 

664 

____ 

839 

December 

106 

32 

596 

— 

734 

1342 

507 

8946 

— 

10795 

Public 

Slaughterhouses 

January  ... 

12 

4 

67 

74 

157 

February 

7 

6 

59 

69 

141 

March 

8 

8 

71 

92 

179 

April 

6 

2 

51 

45 

104 

May 

9 

2 

71 

22 

104 

June  

5 

1 

92 

11 

109 

July  

5 

1 

81 

7 

94 

August  ... 

4 

— 

75 

11 

90 

September 

13 

5 

58 

63 

139 

October  ... 

18 

2 

61 

104 

185 

November 

22 

3 

82 

127 

234 

December 

14 

2 

69 

130 

215 

123 

36 

837 

755 

1751 

Totals 

1465 

543 

9783 

755 

12546 
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In  connection  with  the  inspection  of  carcases  and  organs  at 
the  Slaughterhouses  during  1937,  the  following  were  found  to 
be  diseased  or  unsound,  and  were  seized  and  destroyed. 


Part  of  Animal. 
Bovine  Carcases  and  Offal 


Forequarters 
Flanks  and  Brisket 
Heads  and  Tongues 
Lungs 


Livers 


Kidneys 

Spleen 

Hearts 

Udders 

Stomachs 

Pig  Carcases  and  Offal 


Heads 

Stomachs 

Spleen 

Plucks 


Disease. 

Tuberculosis  17  (8641  lbs.). 

Bruising  1 (360  lbs.). 

Inflammation  1 Calf. 

Joint  111  & Pyaemia  1 Calf. 

Immaturity  2 Calves  (56  lbs.). 

Tuberculosis  2 (317  lbs.). 

Bruising  1. 

Tuberculosis  19. 

Tuberculosis  54,  Hydatid 
Cysts  3. 

Abscess  6,  Necrosis  1. 
Tumour  1,  Pleurisy  1. 

Tuberculosis  17,  Cirrhosis  6. 

Abscess  8,  Cysts  2,  Distoma 
Hepaticum  10. 

Abscess  2,  Cysts  1,  Inflama- 
tion  1,  Haemorrhage  1. 

Tuberculosis  5,  Abscess  1, 
Inflammation  2. 

Tuberculosis  4,  Abscess  1, 
Inflammation  1. 

Tuberculosis  11. 

Tuberculosis  4. 

Tubercular  Peritonitis  1 
(120  lbs.). 

Fevered  condition  1 (31  lbs.). 

Tuberculosis  7 /(75  lbs.). 

Tuberculosis  2,  Inflammation  1. 

Tuberculosis  2. 

Tuberculosis  5,  Pneumonia  1, 
Pleurisy  1,  Congestion  1, 
Abscess  1. 
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Part  of  Animal 

Disease 

Livers 

Tuberculosis  2,  Cirrhosis  4, 
Pyaemic  Abscess  1. 

Hearts 

Pericarditis  2. 

Mesentery 

Tuberculosis  5,  Abscess  1. 

Flank  (Portion  of) 

Bruising  1. 

Sheep  Carcases  and  Offal 

Decomposition  1 (34  lbs.), 
Gangrene  1 (30  lbs.), 
Fevered  condition  1 
(30  lbs.),  Emaciation 
due  to  Dropsy  1,  Imma- 
ture and  Emaciated  1. 

Hind  Quarters 

Inflammation  1. 

Liver 

Cirrhosis  1. 

Kidneys 

Inflammation  2. 

Heart 

Inflammation  1. 

Of  the  above,  4 Bovine  Carcases  were  dealt  with  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order,  the  weight  being  2239  lbs.  These  animals 
were  slaughtered  by  order  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 


Canal  Boats. 

Length  of  Canal  in  Borough  2.38  miles. 

Number  of  Boats  Inspected  22. 

Cabins  contained  registered  accommodation  for  70  adults. 

Cabins  found  to  be  occupied  by  20  males,  12  females,  15 
children. 

There  was  1 case  of  Scarlet  Fever  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  from  a canal  boat.  The  cabin  of  the  boat  was  disinfected 
before  leaving  the  district. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


1.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of 

PREMISES 

Written 

Occupiers 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories  

20 

12 

• • • 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  

150 

35 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces 

10 

3 

• • • 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

Total 

180 

50 

• • • 

2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  defects 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
which  Prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 

(5) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

28 

25 

... 

Want  of  ventilation  ... 

1 

1 

Overcrowding 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

Other  nuisances 
Sanitary  accommodation — 

5 

5 

1 

... 

Insufficient 

1 

1 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 
Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 
ground bakehouse  (s.101)  ... 

Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  and  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Fac- 
tories and  Workshops  Transfer  of 
Powers)  Order,  1921). 

• • • 

Totals  

39 

36 

1 

... 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JAMES  E.  CRICKMORE, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1937. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  Pox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

44 

36 

0 

Diphtheria 

32 

29 

4 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

1 

0 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

10 

6 

3 

Pneumonia 

56 

14 

23 

Erysipelas 

17 

7 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

1 

0 

110 

100 

90 

80 

70 

60 

50 

40 

30 

20 

10 


DISEASE  RATES 

FOR  BOROUGH  OF  ALTRINCHAM  (CHESHIRE) 

DIPHTHERIA 

SCARLET  FEVER 

TUBERCULOSIS 


° 19"  1912  1913  1914  19'5  1916  1917  1918  1919  1920  '»■  H22  1«3  1924  1^5  1926  1927  1928  1929  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1936  1937 

YEARS  1910-1937 
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ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES. 


Age  Groups  of  Cases 


uisease 

All 

Under 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

Ages 

1 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

and 

Year 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

over 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

44 

— 

1 

5 

1 

22 

7 

2 

6 

— 

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever 

32 

— 

1 

2 

— 

22 

2 

5 

— 

— 

(including 

Paratyphoid) 

1 

_ 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

10 

— 

10 

— 

Pneumonia  

56 

2 

1 

1 

4 

3 

4 

7 

1 

11 

7 

8 

7 

Erysipelas  

Ophthalmia 

17 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

5 

5 

1 

Neonatorum 

2 

2 

■ 

— 

1 

An  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  broke  out  in  the  Dunham  Ward 
of  the  Borough  in  October,  1937.  This  was  confined  to  the 
Pupils  attending  the  Primary  School  in  that  locality. 

Diphtheria  Prophylactic  material  can  be  obtained  free  of  charge 
at  the  Town  Hall.  The  meagre  use  of  this  facility  has  been 
disappointing. 

4 (a)  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  steps  have  been  taken. 

( b ) T uberculosis. 

No  steps  have  been  taken. 
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5 Tuberculosis — New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Respii 

ratory 

Nc 

Respi 

>n- 

ratory 

Respi 

ratory 

No 

Respir 

Q- 

atory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Years 
0 to  1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 to  5 

• • • 

1 

2 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

• • • 

5 to  15 

1 

1 

3 

4 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

15  to  25 

5 

3 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

• • • 

25  to  35  ... 

5 

3 

• • • 

... 

1 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

35  to  45 

5 

1 

• • • 

... 

3 

1 

1 

1 

45  to  55  ... 

3 

5 

... 

... 

2 

4 

• • • 

• • • 

55  to  65 

4 

2 

... 

... 

1 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

65  and  upwards  ... 

1 

1 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

TOTAL 

23 

17 

5 

4 

9 

9 

4 

2 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I acknowledge  to  the  Officials  of  the 
Health  Department,  especially  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Senior  Health  Visitor,  my  indebtedness  for  their  valuable 
help  to  me  in  drawing  up  this  Report,  also  to  Brian  Overbury, 
Clerk  in  the  Sanitary  Department,  for  the  excellence  of  the 
graphs. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  REID  DUNCAN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


